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of a most important Reconstruction Committee >et ^,11-1,     ^°Jernment  during  tlle  ™-   A*d  It
wa? ff     J11?? ^ twice wMle th« war '^ I* was offered Cabinet rank, and twice refused b-auv
he  believed  that  he  could  do  Ms  countrv  better service  by  maintaining  at  a far lower             his
position and influence in the railway world.
The foregoing account makes*it           that  we
are dealing with a very unusual man.    He is sam% sagacious, balanced, patriotic.    It will be that it is not my present purpose to          Mr.
but I wilbnevertheless take the risk of             that
in my opinion he is no more Socialist than, sa\\ Lord Parmoor or Mr. Winston Churchill    I am that whatever he once believed he knows now tkit for this country to socialise the means of distribution,   and  exchange,  whilst  other adhere   to   individualist   systems,   would   at involve us in devastating ruin.    And like the augurs, I suspect that Mr. Thomas must sometimes smile  at  the  programmes   and  the  promises   with which some of his colleagues (particularly at
Times) are so profuse.
But, after all, the smile must be kept to himself. For Mr. Thomas is as astute an electioneer as this country possesses. He knows well—none better—• whence comes the ' driving power which so many Labour victories in the last two elections. And yet in his case I do not believe that the moderation and public spirit of his Ministerial utterances
. are the result of tactical subtlety;   they are, on the contrary, on the whole, consistent with the history and the tenor of his whole career.    It would be interesting to hear from Mr. Thomas, speaking
191